Snow doesn't slow all running backs down 


Some ball carriers, like the Bills’ LeSean McCoy, thrive in the elements | PAGE Bi 
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Time to come out 
of your shell 


For many, turtlenecks and their 
close cousins have never gone 
out of fashion style | Page F1 
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Secret mission 
at Pentagon 
sought truth 
about UFOs 


By HELENE COOPER, RALPH 
BLUMENTHAL AND LESLIE KEAN 


By SANDRA TAN 


AND THOMAS J. PROHASKA 
NEWS STAFF REPORTERS 


ew population estimates from the Census Bureau show the 

big gainers and losers among Buffalo Niagara neighborhoods. 

Often, they’re right next to each other. 

Twenty census tracts -either city or suburban neighborhoods 
or huge swaths of rural towns — showed gains of 15 percent or more over 
the past five years. But 11 of them adjoin tracts whose populations fell by 15 
percent or more. Of the other nine tracts, five are also near big population- 
losing areas, a Buffalo News analysis of census figures shows. 

Consider the City of Lockport. The population around the Erie Canal 
locks in the middle of the city dipped by nearly 24 percent, according to 
the census estimates. But it’s sandwiched between two tracts that each 
gained about 16 percent. 

Buffalo’s Forest neighborhood — roughly bounded by Grant Street, the 
Scajaquada Expressway and West Delavan Avenue - grew in population 
by 42 percent. But the portion of the Black Rock neighborhood adjacent 
to the north lost 17 percent of its population, according to the estimates. 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - In the $600 billion 
annual Defense Department budgets, the 
$22 million spent on the Advanced Aero- 
space Threat Identification Program was 
almost impossible to find. 

Which was how the Pentagon wanted it. 

For years, the program investigated re- 
ports of unidentified flying objects, accord- 
ing to Defense Department officials, in- 
terviews with program participants and 
records obtained by the New York Times. 


SEE POPULATION ON PAGE A15 


Housing dispute 
leads to lawsuit 
against police 


Faced with threats from officer who 
was former owner, buyer takes action 


By MakI BECKER 
AND Lou MICHEL 


NEWS STAFF REPORTERS 


The house at 369 Sherman 
St. needed a lot of work. The 
roof and siding were deterio- 
rating. The foundation walls 
were missing mortar and the 
chimney had loose bricks. Lots 
of windows were either broken 
or boarded up. 

No one had lived there for 
years. 

Mohammad Ismail bought 
the dilapidated house at a city 
auction of tax delinquent prop- 
erties late last year for $14,000 
with the hopes of renovating it 
and turning it into a home for 
his wife and four children who 
were in Brooklyn. 

What he didn’t know when 
he bought the house was that 
the previous owner was a Buf- 
falo police officer. One day, the 
former owner showed up with 
another police officer, and Is- 
mail said they threatened to ar- 
rest him if he didn’t leave. 

The dispute has led to two 
internal affairs probes by the 
BPD and a lawsuit by Ismail 
against the police officers and 
the Buffalo Police Department. 

The trouble began April 18. 


After finalizing his purchase 
and obtaining a building per- 
mit from City Hall, Ismail was 
working on the house when Of- 
ficer Christopher Fields and a 
second officer, identified by po- 
lice sources as Officer Debra A. 
Strobele, drove up in a patrol 
car in uniform and told Ismail 
that he was trespassing. Fields 
said the house belonged to him 
and that he would put Ismail 
in jail if he didn’t leave imme- 
diately. 

When Ismail left, he went 
to City Hall to confirm he was 
indeed the rightful owner. All 
documents from the Buildings 
and Inspections Department 
indicated he was. The next day, 
he filed a citizen’s complaint 
with the Buffalo Police Depart- 
ment. 

Records from the city’s Divi- 
sion of Housing and Inspection 
obtained by The Buffalo News 
show Ismail owns 369 Sher- 
man. They also show numerous 
code violations at the proper- 
ty stretching back to 2013, the 
year Fields took ownership of 
the house. 

Police investigators conclud- 
ed that Fields believed he was 
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Tax package called 
unfriendly to families 


GOP bill penalizes 
married couples 


By JERRY ZREMSKI 


NEWS WASHINGTON BUREAU CHIEF 


WASHINGTON - The com- 
ing cut in the state and local tax 
deduction comes with a mar- 
riage penalty. 

That’s what tax experts said 
Saturday after studying the fi- 
nal language of the tax reform 
bill that Republicans in Con- 
gress plan to pass this week. 

And that marriage penalty, 
they say, is just one of several 
family-unfriendly elements in 
a tax package that will, at first, 
lead to a tax break for most 
Americans and a40 percent tax 
cut for corporations. 

Republicans reveled in the 
fact that they were nearing pas- 
sage of the most comprehensive 
tax package in 31 years. 

“Tt means relief for hard- 
working families and a jump- 
start for our economy,” said 
House Speaker Paul Ryan, a 


RENEWABLES 
AVOID TAX AX 


= The GOP tax 
bill largely 
b= preserves 

— credits for 
| solar and wind 
power, reflect- 
ing renewable energy’s growing 
influence. Story on Page A8. 


The nonpartisan Tax Policy 
Center said the measure would 
mean a tax cut for Americans 
in all income brackets in 2019, 
although wealthier Americans 
will get a proportionally big- 
ger break and the bill’s benefits 
will diminish over time for most 
Americans. 

The outlook is much darker 
for residents of high-tax states 
such as New York, for large fam- 
ilies and for anyone who thinks 
these tax cuts will last forever. 
That’s because: 

e The bill includes a new 
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